
BIO281 ANIMAL BEHAVIOR - Section 1 1603178616664850
Spring 2016/17 

Eureka College Instructor and Course Evaluation
Instructor: Hennessy, Cecilia 
Meeting Times: TUE 8:00am-9:15am, THU 8:00am-9:15am 
Number of Students enrolled in the course section = 28
Number of Students completing the evaluation = 26
 
Qualitative Portion
1. What did you like most about this class?
I enjoyed that it was a discussion-oriented class. 
Dr. Hennessy was very knowledgeable about the subject and able to thoroughly explain concepts. She was also very dedicated to answering even the questions she
didn't know, and reached out to other professionals in the field often.
It was interesting.
The different behaviors of the critters. 
Learning about the evolution of animal behaviors
I liked how interesting it was
The subject and the teacher
I liked how we had got to make up 5 questions that could potentially be on our exam. 
Challenged my way of thinking 
The professor
Learning how animal behavior can be applied to human behavior
The information was interesting and pertains to my major
The atmosphere
Learning about animal's behavior
This class was one of the few classes of mine that were lecture based and actually went over the material.
Learning about human behavior, and how animal behavior can apply to human behavior.
I enjoyed the material and getting a new perspective on animal behavior outside of a psychological perspective. It was also interesting because Dr. Hennessy kept
things fun.
The lectures
I really enjoyed the environment of the class. It was interesting as well
it gave me a different view on behavior, as a psychology major I was use to learning about human interactions and behavior so this was a different view
she had good lesson plans and really knew what she was talking about. 
Interactive. Kept it interesting
Learning about the animals and how things work and why
Interesting subject matter, good choice of videos to demonstrate the concepts
2. What did you like least about this class?
The Scientific Literatures. I feel as if they were unnecessary for the class and were graded too hard. 
8am. 
It was early and there was a lot of coursework involved for a 200 level class.
The scientific literatures 
Because this class is an option for Psychology majors to take, I was expecting there to be some sort of psychology tied into each chapter - there was not except for
the last chapter.
Some of the articles were difficult to interpret. If I had questions that instructor was more than happy to help.
Nothing
I didn't like how she drew cards with our names on them to have us answer questions.
Just the time slot honestly 
The textbook
The sci lit assignments
Some of the readings and assignments were hard to understand
Some of the chapters
Time and location
The time it was scheduled, some grading opinions I felt were unfair, quizzes not being able to be retaken at a later date when I was sick.
Scientific literature assignments generally were assigned on extremely long articles and the questions were vague. Feedback was not given, 2/4 were not graded
by the end of the course.
Sometimes it was a little fast-paced, and the reading load could get kind of heavy sometimes.
how we mainly just looked at birds and insects
nothing in particular
I had not background information on animals or biology 
it was at 8 in the morning. Also at first I felt like this class was extremely hard but I think she lightened up at the end which was good.
The time.
it was at 8am and it was a little difficult for being a 281 class 
Group discussion questions were often vague
3. How did you contribute to the learning experience?
I read the textbook and made sure that I took notes.
Through discussion
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I did all of the assignments, read the chapters, and participated in class.
Doing the homework, studying, attending lectures. 
I provided my input where I thought it was necessary.
Reading before each class, which prepared me for the quiz. I also studied for the exams
Did the readings and assignments
I turned in all of my homework in on time and emailed her if I had a question about a particular assignment.
Always prepared 
Read, showed up and participated in class, studied
Participation
I did the readings and completed all the assignments
I answered and asked questions 
I attended class, read, studied, and participated.
I would answer questions from time to time when I was called upon or when I wasn't.
I was always prepared for class and ready to contribute to the learning environment. 
it helped me to decided if I should minor in animal science
Doing the studying and reading
I would try to give examples in class but it was hard for me to understand the material. When questions were asked in class I did my best to answer them
studied for test and tried to learn. 
Participated in discussion, attended class.
I tried to answer questions whenever I could 
By attending class and participating in discussion
4. What would you do different if you took the course again?
I wouldn't have taken the course because although a requirement for psychology I feel as if it had no relevance to psychology at all. 
Nothing
I wouldn't change anything..
Study more
I would not take this class again because I will never have to use any information from this course in my future career.
Nothing. 
I would study for the exams a little more.
Study more extensively for tests 
Read the book more
Ask more questions
nothing
Study
Study more
obviously study more, and suffer with a cold versus having my grade suffer because of quizzes
I would like to say I would study more and read more closely,but with the work given I did not have enough time.
I would stay more on top of the reading and start the SciLits earlier.
study more for exams
Study a little more 
I would not take this class again, but I would make sure I had some biology background to help me understand concepts better. 
spread out the quizzes more. I really like that we get extra credit for attending talks. I wouldn't mind going to them for a grade. 
Kept reading as the year went on.
Read more in depth for quizzes
I would read the book more often
5. Please evaluate the instructor’s strengths.
She knew what she was talking about
Dr. Hennessy is very good at answering and finding answers to students questions. 
Her passion for the subject was evident and she seemed to get involved in the context.
Lectures
Accessible outside of class and willing to walk through difficult concepts during office hours.
For knowledgable about the topic, which made discussions fun and interesting. She is a fair grader for assignments, tests, and quizzes. Her tests are straight from
the text and lecture. If you pay attention, attend class everyday, and read. YOU WILL DO FINE. 
Very knowledgeable and lightens up the mornings
The instructor always started class on time and she always had her material ready for the class.
Made class interesting 
Communication, helping students when they need it
Providing examples for the concepts 
good at explaining material and answering questions
Very fun, intelligent, and helpful
Good at explaining concepts and made the class fun
strong understanding of the material, able to identify when the book became highly opinionated
Organized, well-established, constructed detailed PowerPoint sldes
She was funny and showed a good understanding of the material being taught. She also was not afraid to challenge concepts presented in the book and challenge
the students as well.
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Over all she strong in all parts of the class
Communicated to the class well and was encouraging 
The instructor knew what she was talking about, for the most part, she knew how to use examples that were outside of the authors. 
good humored, smart, understanding. She was always there to teach even when she was going through hardships.
Strong knowledge on text, not afraid to disagree with the author. would look up additional information if she did not know.
She was good at explaining things more in depth when we started the lecture and helped to understand things better than when I just read it myself 
Good sense of humor, laidback attitude
6. Please evaluate the instructor’s weaknesses.
Please remember that we are not in grade school and do not need to read the syllabus out loud as a class. Also, remember that not everyone feels comfortable
answering out loud. Although, you were trying to make sure that everyone had a chance to talk some students may have not actually understood the text they were
reading, therefore, may not have been able to answer the questions you were asking. Also, while I understand that you are trying to make sure that we are using
proper grammar for future jobs please remember that you are not an English professor and we all have taken many English classes and sometimes we don't always
catch every little mistake we make and shouldn't be docked for missing a comma. 
She didn't like 8am any more than we did.
She is bias to her own ideas and not open to other people's opinions. She over assigns homework. 
Sciencetific literature grading
Lack of knowledge for psychological experiments - relied on psych majors in class to provide a summary of what happened in these experiments.
Honestly, I do not think that there are any. Sometimes, it took her a long time to get assignment grades back, but no one is perfect...Some of my classmates
complained about her teaching methods and were not getting good grades, but it is not her fault. They are simply not applying themselves enough, because this is
NOT a difficult course.
none
The instructor took a while to get back our papers and tests to us.
Choosing articles not too complicated to understand 
Explaining the material to someone without previous knowledge of biology
goes through the slides fast sometimes. also, I think she assigns some things that are way over our heads
Grades alittle tough but I couldnt think of anything else
Can get a little flustered and confused in class
Condescending, would often make students attempt to answer questions they obviously didn't know and embarass them. Slow grader, slow to return work, little to
no feedback.
Sometimes there was a disconnect with the class and their opinions, and it could be too fast-paced. Grading started to lack, but that is understandable, it happens to
all professors and she has extenuating circumstances.
she really did not have any because if she did not know something she would do the research and get back to us with an answer as soon as possible.
Grading took a little long, but nothing too dramatic 
She did know what she was talking about, however, it was her first year teaching this class and she had some concepts she had trouble explaining. She had
trouble including psych majors and she expected all of us to have a biology background
she started the class off pretty tough. She expected a lot out of us even people who did not have the biology back ground. 
She would call student out which I did not like because if I knew the answer I would answer it, I did not need called out on it 
7. What were the most important takeaways (key skills or concepts) from the class? 
The most important takeaways for me were learning about evolution
Learning to form a testable hypothesis 
I learned new study techniques and how behavior is developed.
Behaviors of animals 
Evolution does not work in a straight line
Come prepared to class and read EVERY.SINGLE. DAY.
Everything, this is a field that I want to go into
Direct and Indirect fitness, Mating, and reproduction.
For me it was how to read bio papers 
I'm a better scientific writer
Human behavior has a lot more variables than animal behavior
everything
Behaviors and causes of behaviors 
Understanding how proximate and ultimate causes are the key to every behavior
micromanaging my time to keep up with the readings and homework
All of the things about animal behavior, the critical thinking skills, and the SLO's being met
Study more for test, read the text, and participant in class
the evolution of animal behavior 
For me, important takeaways would be learning the evolution of certain animal behaviors, knowing how animals pick their mate. I find this interesting as I only
have studied humans
evolution, the types of weird animals are out in the world and the guy who came in to talk about the brain.
To read in depth before classes so you can understand quizzes and discussion in class 
A greater understanding of animal behavior and the fascinating trends throughout nature
8. Were there any additional circumstances that influenced your experience in this classroom? (i.e. heat in classroom, other students in classroom, time slot, etc.)
The desks are tiny, old and uncomfortable.
It was very early and the classroom was either too hot or too cold. 
The class time (8:00-9:15) was too early for this type of class.
She got everyone involved the dissections and not just the four of five us that talked frequently. I like that alot. This made people accountable for getting the
reading done and actually comprehend what the reading was about. 
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8 am classes on the 4th floor of a building should not be a thing. The desk in VB need to be replaced. They are too small.
Many of the students in the classroom were Psychology majors so that was easier to explain topics to the class since many of them knew what you were talking
about.
A few of the students monopolized the conversations, which was annoying 
The time slot was too early
the students worked together and helped each other when needed
My professor :)
Time and location were awful
other students influenced my experience for sure; I had seen a lot of familiar faces
It was an 8 am but that did not effect the class for me personally. I did get sick and miss two classes, which got me very behind on course work and showed on my
exam.
I hate 8ams with such a burning passion, man are they awful
no 
no
It was good that there were other biology majors in there to help explains concepts differently from the professor. In the beginning of the class, it moved fairly
quick, which was hard for me as I did not have anyback ground in biology that was needed. 
no it was all good 
Time.
The class was too early for me!
 
Quantitative Questions
1. I was well prepared for
each class. Disagree 2 (7.69%)

 Agree 17 (65.38%)

 Strongly
agree 7 (26.92%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.19230769231

 
2. My instructor
communicated ideas and
concepts clearly.

Disagree 1 (3.85%)

 Agree 15 (57.69%)

 Strongly
agree 10 (38.46%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.34615384615

 
3. My instructor
demonstrated a thorough
grasp of the course
material.

Disagree 1 (3.85%)

 Agree 13 (50.00%)

 Strongly
agree 12 (46.15%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.42307692308

 
4. My instructor
explained the material in
an interesting manner.

Disagree 4 (15.38%)

 Agree 11 (42.31%)

 Strongly
agree 11 (42.31%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.26923076923

 
5. My instructor was
well-organized and
prepared for each class.

Agree 18 (69.23%)

 Strongly
agree 8 (30.77%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.30769230769

 
6. My instructor was
accessible outside of the
class.

Disagree 3 (12.00%)

 Agree 10 (40.00%)
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 Strongly
agree 12 (48.00%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.36

 
7. The pace of the course
was good. Disagree 1 (3.85%)

 Agree 17 (65.38%)

 Strongly
agree 8 (30.77%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.26923076923

 
8. The course assignments
were linked to the course
discussion content,
lecture and activities.

Agree 13 (50.00%)

 Strongly
agree 13 (50.00%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.5

 
9. My instructor used
good examples of
concepts and theories.

Disagree 1 (4.00%)

 Agree 13 (52.00%)

 Strongly
agree 11 (44.00%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.4

 
10. My instructor noticed
when students need help.

Strongly
disagree 2 (8.00%)

 Disagree 6 (24.00%)
 Agree 11 (44.00%)

 Strongly
agree 6 (24.00%)

 Overall
Rating: 2.84

 
11. The instructor clearly
stated the learning
objectives at the
beginning of each class.

Strongly
disagree 1 (3.85%)

 Agree 16 (61.54%)

 Strongly
agree 9 (34.62%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.26923076923

 
12. My instructor used
class time efficiently. Agree 16 (61.54%)

 Strongly
agree 10 (38.46%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.38461538462

 
13. The grading in the
course was fair. Disagree 2 (8.00%)

 Agree 15 (60.00%)

 Strongly
agree 8 (32.00%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.24

 
14. The instructor gave
me feedback on
assignments.

Disagree 1 (3.85%)

 Agree 10 (38.46%)

 Strongly
agree 15 (57.69%)
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 Overall
Rating: 3.53846153846

 
15. The instructor
returned assignments in a
timely manner.

Strongly
disagree 1 (4.00%)

 Disagree 3 (12.00%)
 Agree 16 (64.00%)

 Strongly
agree 5 (20.00%)

 Overall
Rating: 3

 
16. The workload for this
course was challenging
and rigorous. 

Disagree 2 (7.69%)

 Agree 17 (65.38%)

 Strongly
agree 7 (26.92%)

 Overall
Rating: 3.19230769231
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